
 

PARADE CRITERIA & SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS                                              Theme – A Storybook Holiday  
 
It’s the 45th  year for the City of Boca Raton’s Holiday Street Parade….and we invite you to help celebrate.  Parade float entries are encouraged to join in with BRIGHT 
LIGHTS AND VIBRANT COLORS to delight the thousands of parade onlookers! 
 
ENTRY RULES & DEADLINE:  
• Parade entry must be filled out completely and returned to: City of Boca Raton Attn: Holiday Street Parade, 150 Crawford Blvd Boca Raton FL  33432 
Entry deadline:  Friday, November 6, 2015 @ 5PM!  Submit your application as soon as possible.  You will receive confirmation that your application has been 
received and is pending approval.  If your application is approved, you will be contacted by staff. 
• Only 65 entries will be accepted; this is due to the constraints related to the closing of Federal Highway.    
• Acceptance into parade is the decision of the parade committee.  
• Parade staff needs to know:  1) Size of Float, with description 2) Number of people in group. 
• Businesses:  $250 donation (donations are used to reimburse school marching bands for expenses). No entry fee for Schools and Not-for-profit groups. 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA FOR FLOATS:  Floats will be judged on the following:  creativity, relation to parade theme, lighting, construction and originality.  Floats must proceed  
the entire parade route in order to quality for awards. The top three floats will be recognized on the City of Boca Raton’s website and will be placed as the first three  
floats in next year’s parade with acknowledgement of their accomplishment at the grandstand.  Winners will also appear in the newspaper. Please remember to decorate  
with lights and colors as it is a night parade.  
 
COSTUMING:  All parade participants must be dressed uniformly according to the float theme, including adult spotters, group leaders or anyone assisting with participating group. 
 
FLOAT ENTRIES:  All float entries must be decorated and may include a limited number of walkers as part of the float.  All float “spotters’ MUST BE UNIFORMLY 
DRESSED to coordinate with float entry.  (Parents of students ARE NOT TO ACCOMPANY float unless they are “spotters.”) 
 
PARADE VEHICLES:  Only designated vehicles for transporting dignitaries, float tow vehicles, and flatbeds used for floats will be permitted.  Large trucks  
(i.e. box trucks) are not permitted; cars are not permitted in the parade unless decorated as a float vehicle.  Wrapped Company Vehicles are not accepted as decorated. 
 
WALKING UNITS (Very Important!): 
• Walking units are limited to marching bands, and military/veteran organizations. All other groups (dance groups, gymnasts, martial arts and cheerleaders) will be  

considered on an individual basis and are not guaranteed acceptance.   
• The parade route is more than a one mile; therefore, young children are discouraged from walking. 
• All others wishing to participate MUST enter as a FLOAT with a very limited number accompanying “spotters.” 

 
OTHER INFORMATION: 
• Live animals are not permitted in the parade, unless prior approval is given from parade organizers. 
• Due to safety precautions, tossing of anything from floats is not permitted.  This includes candy or favors.   
• Distribution of literature may be done by spotters at the edge of streets. 
• Santa Claus will be the last entry in parade; for that reason, Santa may not appear on any other float entry. 

 
IMPORTANT PARTICIPANT INFORMATION: 
• One--minute stationary demonstrations / performances are limited to the BLEACHER VIEWING AREA ONLY…. stationary demonstrations / routines will not be 

 permitted along the parade route.  
• The entire parade route extends from SE 7th ST to N. MIZNER PARK BOULEVARD.  Parade participants are expected to travel the full length of the parade route. 

 
Becky Self, Community Events Coordinator,    P 561-367-7073     F 561-367-7079     bself@myboca.us 
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