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 SET THE PACE FOR SAFE CYCLING BICYCLE EQUIPMENT
o o . R A Quick Check

=) SHREﬁ I H E LAW s 3N | S *

©) BOCA RATON

FLQRI DA

—_— -

THE BICYCLE=VEHICLE i

ROAD In Florida, a bicycle is legally defined as vehicle, and a person in control of a vehicle is a driver. for this respect.

SHALL GIVE | Bicyclists have the same rights to the roadway, and must obey the same traffic NO NORE

3 FooT 5 0 0 0 0 THAN TWO
CLEARANCE laws as the operators of mofor vehicles, along with special requlations for bicycles. ABREAST

" Biitsmust: RIDING IN TRAFFIG L s e

: d interstate highways in Florida.
e Obey all traffic controls and signals. S

 On all roadways ride as close as practical A verson Operggoa%gw?-x d\ggi}gg& i Headsets

to the nght hand curb or edge of roadway. of traffic must ride as close as is safely practicable to the right-hand curb Bicy}cl!ilsts ?USt rI}IOt M l}gadseti,}lheadlr)hones,tf)r ot&er li_stenirkllg %evitc-
: : : : or edge of roadway, except under any of the following situations: es while riding. Hearing aids are the only exception. Wearing a headse
BlCYCllStS ShOU-ld a-lways I'lde VVlth the ﬂOW E Y y 2 blocks out important audible cues needed to detect the presence . .
e when passing another bicycle or other vehicle proceeding in the of other traffic. Rlde SO drlvers can see you

same direction;

and predict your movements
e Obey traffic signs and signals.

e when necessary to avoid any hazardous condition, including, but ResponS]‘blllw tO o Never ride against traffic

not limited to, a fixed or moving object, parked or moving vehicle, E : C )

pedestrian, animal, or surface hazard; and XerCISe are * Use hand signals.

Every driver of a vehicle (bicycle) has the responsibility to exercise care ¢ Ride in a straight line.

to avoid collisions with other vehicles and pedestrians and to operate e Follow lane markings

that vehicle in a careful and prudent manner so as not to endanger the e Choose the best way to turn left.

life, limb, or property of any person. e Don't pass on the right.

e when preparing to make a left turn;

e where a lane is too narrow for a bicycle and another vehicle to travel
safely side by side within the lane.

A bicyclist operating on a one-way street with two or more traffic lanes
may ride as close to the left hand edge of the roadway as practicable.

e Don’t weave between parked cars.

Comment: A white edge line is often marked to indicate the right edge of R' d' t N' ht A T . ) ) ) .
a roadway. On a roadway with curbs, the gutter area is not considered ]. lng a. ].g e P& * Ride slowly on sidewalks and yield to pedestrians. H AI\ID“I\IG H ma Ds
part of the roadway. A cyclist should avoid the gutter area; pavement - o : . . SR
joints or debris may be hazardous. On a road with flush paved Bicycling at night is especially risky. Nearly 60% of all adult fatal bicycle y
shoulders, the right-hand edge of the roadway is the white line between crashes in Florida occur during twilight and night‘h.ours although less than B s ' : . . . .
o qeo . the roadway and the shoulder. Since the roadway is “that portion of a 3% of-blcycle use tak.es place at thls.tlme. Before riding at night every . - . . Railroad tracks: BlCYCle'Frlendly COmmunlty .E S
Rldlng On Sldewalks highu./ay...used for vehicular z‘rqvel, excl.usz'v(.e of the berpz or shgulder” bicyclist should consider the extra risk. - - Rlde d@f@ﬂSlvely and €Xp€Ct the un€Xp€Ct€d Try to cross railroad tracks at a 90 degree angle. Otherwise the tracks may trap In N ber 2003. the L A Bitvelists
Althou gh bicyclists may I g ally e Raton, (Section 316.003(42), F.S.), a bicycle driver is not requzre.d to rzde' ona Many factors compound the danger of riding at night, including: . e Watch for cars pulling out. the front wheel, causing a fall. = n November ., e League o 'erl.can 1c%)c' 1S
thi t be the safest place to ride. In fact. the leadi paved shoulder, although he may prefer fo do so. A cyclist who rides e Motorists driving under the influence of alcohol; | B R\ e e Scan the road behind. . first honored the City of Boca Raton with its prestigious
1S may r}o e the e§ place to 11 e.. n. E}C , e. eading on a paved shoulder must still travel on the right (not against traffic), e Motorists’ ability to see what is ahead is limited to the area illuminated i | J e Avoid road hazards POt.hples' - . %  Bicycle Friendly Community designation. At the time
cause of bicycle crashes in Boca Raton is riding against traffic because this is the only practical way to comply with the requirement for S Inesalfiis, WSt 71y s ik et el 5o e ke i s o b -~ / : Hitting a pothole can cause a fall and injury or at a minimum, damage wheel . -2 o ’
on the sidewalk. When riding on sidewalks or in crosswalks, a a bicycle driver to obey all applicable traffic control devices. Traffic signs oncoming cars; e * Keep both hands ready to brake. rims, spokes and forks. A wide swerve around the pothole can send you into - fewer than 50 communities in the entire country had

and signals are installed so as to face traffic traveling on the right. e Watch for chasing dogs. the path of an overtaking car. Use the “rock dodge,” maneuver in which the

Roadways with motor vehicle speeds above 40 mph pose extreme risk received this honor. The City is committed to continu-

at night; and

A bicyclist riding on sidewalks or in crosswalks must yield the Wldtl"l and ROad POSltlon Red reflectors on the rear of a bicycle may be mistaken for reflectors \ A : c Grates:

rzg/z o fway o pe destrians and must give an au dible signa. / PRACTICAL INFO TION on roadside mail boxes. Tires may fall through some sewer and drainage grates. When the front tire
before passing. RMA

biCYCliSt has the same rights and duties as a pedestrian. handlebars are snapped left and right to avoid potholes.

ing to provide safe accommodation and facilities for
bicyclists as well as efforts to encourage bicycle travel

drops, you go over the handlebars. Scan for traffic and move further into the for both transportation and recreation.

If you must ride at night, Floridz} law requires special equipment on bicycles % Be COUY’tBOUS a.nd respeCtﬁll tO Other lane to go around grates.
ridden between sunset and sunrise: » : ! roa d Users tO avoi d leCthIl Rain:

¢ A bicycle must be equipped with a lamp on the front

EqU.lpment a.r].d Passengers ' B -. - RS emitting a white light visible from 600 feet. Halogen lamps e * Proper two-way communication leads to safer cycling Watch out for slippery surfaces, especially leaves, motor oil and painted stripes.

with rechargeable batteries are the best, but a generator light and reduced friction between cyclists and motorists. Corner slowly, avoid puddles, and brake early.

* Bicyclists and passengers under the age of 16 must wear an approved - g - with a halogen bulb is an alternative. - e Establish eye contact with drivers and pedestrians when appropriate.

bicycle helmet. Bicycle helmets manufactured since March 1999 are = — : : ' e A bicycle must be equipped with a lamp on the rear emitting a - ) e Position yourself to encourage drivers to maneuver around you correctly. Sand, Gravel, Leaves:
required to meet the Consumer Product Safety Commission ved light visible from 600 feet. e Make clear signals Steer around these when possible. If you must ride over them, steer a straight

(CPSC) standard. : : - : : line and never brake or turn sharply.
- - | , : Choosing the right clothing is also important. Light colors ; 5 e Always be prepared to use emergency maneuvers.
* Bicyclists must use a fixed, regular seat for riding. ’ S ; help, but retro-reflective vests and accessories make you the - Dogs:

* A bicycle may not be used to carry more persons at one time than the most visible. Dark colors are difficult to see. X Even a friendly dog can pose a danger to bicyclists by jumping at the bicycle or
number for which it is designed or equipped. j—— - - getting in front of the wheel and causing a crash.

In announcing the award,
the League’s Executive Director stated,

“Boca Raton and our other Bicycle-Friendly

Communities display uncommon political
commitment, technical expertise, and
community involvement fo become better places
to bicycle. The rewards for residents are huge:

reduced traffic, better air quality, increased
travel choices, and greater opportunities
to lead more active lifestyles.”

DO:

Command the dog to “GO HOME.”

Dismount with the bicycle between you and the dog and walk away slowly.
Squirt the dog with water from your water bottle.

Call the authorities and let them know about the loose dog.

Take another route next time.

e An adult bicyclist may carry a child in a backpack or sling, child seat, or

trailer designed to carry children; however, the bicyclist may not allow a et s — - : . j BOth yOU and yOUY blke need tO be in gOOd Condition
passenger to remain in a child seat or carrier when not in immediate : e : E Py : for Safe an d C OmeI'tabl e Cy Clll’lg

control of the bicycle. 3
¢ Get in shape.

o At least one hand must be kept on the handlebars while riding. « Ride a well-equipped bike.

* Every bicycle must be equipped with a brake or brakes that allow the rider - : N i, B R ' e Dress appropriately. DON'T:
to stop within 25 feet from a speed of 10 miles per hour on dry, level, clean potholes - : y 4 iy ; - e Lock your bike when you're gone. * Kick at the dog. You could be thrown off balance or bitten.
pavement. P Frontlight — 4 \ M {egigliiin . - . ° Keep your bike in good repa_ir. e Try to outrun the dog. It might chase you and cause a fall.
$ B ; ' A AN o Hit the dog with sticks or your pump. This will likely provoke it (or its
owner) to more violence.

WEAR A HELMET!

. . 1. On roads with very narrow lanes, ride far enough from the edge to
Slgnallng Tums aIld Stops discourage dangerously close passing.

2. On roads with wide lanes, riding just to the right of the stream of
traffic will allow easy passing while reducing risks from turning or
crossing traffic.

3. Ride on the smooth pavement just to the left of any gravel,
debris, or potholes.
4. Always ride at least a door’s width from parked cars.

BICYCLE RESOURCES

How to Use this Map

The City of Boca Raton Bicycle Suitability Map is intended to serve as a

. . If you don'’t already have a helmet, get one. referencihfor bticyfctlliq“g 9t‘y‘ li‘r’lads Withtig ﬂ(‘f Citty "é B"Cﬁa liat"g a“itge
. . . . area soutnwest O e ClI own as the Greater boca on beac
Tumlng at IntQYSQCthnS C1ty Of Boca Raton Wear it every time you ride. Park District. The map also includes the locations of shared-used paths
Left turn www.ci.boca-raton.fl.us Bl cy Cl e Sh ops in B oca Raton Today’s helmets are light, look good, and can save your life. within Boca Raton.
When a car approaches from the rear at night, watch your shadow as it Florida Deot. of T rtati WHY Roads appearing on Boca Raton's Bicycle, Pedestrian, Greenways
: . : : or1 ept. Ol 1ransportation TROPIC BIKE and Trails Master Plan and additional roads selected by the Citizen’s
is cast by the headlights. If it moves to the right as the car nears, the BIKE AMERICA ~ IR : . . . . . .
. - : : d fl : A helmet is a bargain in injury prevention, and wearing one whenever you ride protects Pedestrian and Bikewav Advisory Board were evaluated for this ma
driver has moved to the left to pass. If it is stationary, the driver has not www.dot.state.tl.us 3150 North Federal Highway 1501 Northwest Boca Raton Blvd. : e : : : Y "y o .
) Boca Raton. FL 33431 Boca Raton. FL 33432 your brain. That’s important if your head hits a hard surface like the road, the curb, or a They are color-coded based upon how they scored utilizing the Florida
detected you. Get out of the way! Greater Boca Raton Beach & Park District B561) 391-0,800 (561) 392—5’546 car. A study that appeared in the New England Journal of Medicine reported that helmet Department of Transportation’s 2009 Quality/Level of Service Handbook
brbod wvw bikeam.com N Y usage reduces the risk of head injury by 85% and brain injury by 88%. Riders under the methodology. The methodology measures five main variables that impact
www.gbrbpd.org age of 16 are required by law to wear a helmet, but all riders are urged to do so. on-road bicycling to determine a road’s desirability or “suitability” for
' " RACERS EDGE DOGHOUSE PERFORMANCE WHAT bicycling:
: L - — 2170 North Dixie Highwa CYCLING CENTER . .
Stﬂp F | nght — . To learn more about the 1.,eague,of Ame.rlcan Bicyclists, B R L 3?1}1 Y 5005 North Federal Highway Wear a helmet that fits snugly but is not tight. Make sure that (1) Number of vehicles
) visit the organization’s web site at I 9’433 Boca Raton. FL 33487 it has the CPSC sticker that shows it complies with stan- (2) Speed of vehicles
. - Alternative | ; > b . k l (561) . . o R dards established by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety (3) Percentage of trucks
N : - ' . E WWW.D1Ke eague . Org www.theracersedge.ne : Commission. Your bicycle shop carries helmets in 4) P t conditi
iy Th 5 sftres it i T el el www.doghousecycling.com . (4) Pavement condition
Sl UE LI (IR 22 qrganlza WO OIS BT many colors and styles for both adults and children, (5) Width of outside travel lane
Bicyclists are required to signal their intention to turn during the last 100 information for bicyclists: a?;ihtheir assishtaflce can be invaluable in the selection Not every bicyclist will agree with all of the results. The evaluation and
. : : : : of the proper helmet. -
fget of travel prior to_ the turn: If both hands are needed for control, the America BiKes......ccooeoeveviereeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeenene www.americabikes.org C Ol’ltaCtS the methodology were a best effort to create an objective evaluation of
signal need not be given contmuoush_). Alliance for Biking & Walking...... www.peoplepoweredmovement.org : HOW the bikeability of the selected roadways. This Bicycle Suitability Map is
LEFT TURN: extend the left arm horlzontally. nght turns: Approach for the nght turn and tum are to be made as Close]y as prac- Bic cling L% —— Clll’lgll fe.com To report emergencies You should be able to see the front edge of your one tool to provide more information about the roadway and bicycling
RIGHT TURN: extend the right arm horizontally OR extend the left hand ticable to the right-hand curb or the edge of the roadway. _ YEUNE LC ccvvvmsscrrmmnsssrrmns st ) ‘y ’ _ helmet when you look up. It should be level, not tipped suitability to help bicyclists select the appropriate routes for their travels.
and arm upward_ Left turn - method A: A bleCllSt intending to make a left turn is entitled to full Bikes Belong ......................................................... WWW.blkeSbEIOHg.Org TO report non—emergepaes back, to protect your forehead. The neck strap should All biCyCliStS must use gOOd judgment regarding their skill levels to
STOP OR SUDDENLY REDUCE SPEED: extend the left hand and arm use of the lane from which a driver may legally make a left turn. After scanning, Consumer Product Safety Commission ...........c....ce..eu... WWW.CDSC.Z0V g;ﬁyrr?fBanccl? Iézﬁ):t; gltllceerigepmment 561) 558.2700 be snug, but not tight. Adjust the straps with determine which routes are most appropriate for them.
S :ggil?fg a’ma;dag? \[;ircl)gce’fdﬂ\:zilginiieirs ()gfrgﬁe;a%et]glgggi? tstcheckthe e Florida Bicycle Association........c.ccc.evuveuueunce. www.floridabicycle.org Ve ) P T b . *FHP (*347) 3};":‘;‘;&;21‘?&‘:23:;‘; be just under your ear Bicyclﬁts sE;qld remain alzr: forb};?nardous cqntditsi;:fn.tsy atall times,t an(:l
) ) : . To report a traffic signal malfunction... 561) 416-3364 ) every bicyclist 1s encouraged to ol appropriate salety equipment an
- TLeft burn - method B: Tnstead of making a/left furn as amotorist does, a cyclist may FDOT Safety Office.....ccccevvevereenriereerenvenreeneen www.dot.state.fl.us/safety po g ) o et i the it observe all traffic laws.
. . . . : . ; D . e sure your helmet is the ri
Wron _Wa Rldln proceed through the pght—most portlgn of the 1ntersect19n apd turn as clpse t.o the KidsHealth (Nemours Foundation)....................... www.kidshealth.org F9r Jocal bicycling m_formatlon : | sive, and if)r)lec i interior The City of Boca Raton, the Greater Boca Raton Beach & Park District,
: : : curb or edge as practicable at the far side. Before proceeding in the new direction of National Center for Bicycling & Walking ................ www.bikewalk.org City of Boca Raton Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator...(561) 416-3410 o Bt the it Kimley-Hom and Associates, Inc., and the individuals involved in the
The second leading cause of bicycle crashes in Boca Raton is travel, the bicyclist must comply with any official traffic control device. Boca Raton Bicycle Club (561) 391-6109 P '

Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center......www.bicyclinginfo.org development of this map assume no liability for the personal safety of

riding against traffic. Riding against traffiF removes a bicyclist from Comment: When using this method to make a left turn, a cyclist should never _ . e Nobody expects to have individuals using this map.
the n_orma}l scanning pattern of o.ther vehicle .oper_ators. Also, t.he swerve left from the far right comer. There are risks of conflict from several direc- Rails-To-Trails CONServancy ..........oceeeeevevereerenenes www.railstrails.org For regignal bicyc]jng.information - a crash, It is essential you For more information on bicycling in the City of Boca Raton, contact the
reaction times of both the motorist and the bicyclist approaching one tions. The cyclist should stop at the far comer and walk to a point where traffic can Snell Memorial FOundation............cc.ececeeseceecreneceenenens www.smf.org ADONEGT 9 e i Bt el A ol OO 1 have head protection in ; ! isit the Citv's web page:
th td ticall FDOT State Transportation Analyst (850) 245-1500 p: City of Boca Raton at (561) 416-3410 or visit the City’s web page:
another are cut dramaticafly. be reentered safely. USA Cycling (USAC).....ecveeeveereerrereesessaensseensannes www.usacycling.org case you are involved
in one!

dee on the flght as requz‘red b_l/ law and Left turn - using crosswalks: At very busy intersections, cyclists may prefer to use
b4 b

crosswalks. However, cyclists must obey all signals, yield to pedestrians, and give an

: 7 www.cl.boca-raton.fl.us
prevent this crash from happening. audible signal before passing (See Riding on Sidewalks).

Published by the City of Boca Raton. Map designed and developed by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. This map is available on the City’s web site.
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